THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
explain human society. It is not a minor and second-
ary factor of the human conduct, but lies at the very
foundation of things. Any contest, as Galsworthy
shows in The Styn Game, will tend to degenerate
into a desire on the part of each side to secure the
humiliation, the admission of defeat of the other,
unless there enters a certain tradition, a feeling on
the part of each that he must do what he can consonant
with the substance of his own claim, to save the face
of the other.
This face-saving for the other side the British
democracy has always been ready to accord the
privileged classes by allowing them to keep the form
and symbol of privilege - so long as the substance is,
in fact, surrendered. Thus, in the steady pruning
of royal and feudal power, the popular forces in
Britain have had the sense, the courtesy, to refrain,
usually, from exacting, by surrender of symbols,
formal admission of defeat by monarch or aristocracy.
The monarch in Britain, like the aristocracy, has
retained unchanged the names, the phrases, the
symbols, which belong to a completely feudal order
of society. It is because this concession has been made,
that peaceful settlement between the rival factions
has come about. In effect, the popular forces have
said to King and Nobles, 'Keep your titles, keep your
forms of privilege, so long as the reality of our rights
is granted. You shall retain,' in effect, the commoners
have said to the King (in some cases to the feudal
order), cthe right to pronounce decisions, but you shall
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